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N E W S L E T T E R
Will the Insurance Law Work to Your Advantage 
When a Negligent Driver Damages Your Car?
ANSWER: Sometimes it will. 
Depending on the circumstances, 
knowledge of a few concepts will 
help you to protect your financial 
interest in your vehicle:

1. Regardless of fault, your 
insurance carrier will pay for 
your vehicle repair (or total 
your car if the repair costs 
exceed 75% of your vehicle’s 
depreciated value) and collect 
your deductible from the carrier of the at-fault driver.

2.  If you cannot afford to pay the deductible “up front”, you can wait for the at-fault 
driver’s insurance company to pay the entire amount of your car damage. This could 
be a very long wait if the at-fault driver denies negligence and there Is no police 
report. If your car was damaged by a Metro Bus, a cab or a government vehicle, you 
will also wait a long time while the liability adjuster ‘investigates”. There is no law, rule 
or court case which requires the at-fault driver’s carrier to pay for your vehicle repair or 
to total your car within a specific time frame.

3. HOWEVER, if the at-fault driver ADMITS 
liability to his carrier or if the police report 
says the at-fault driver was cited, then that 
driver’s insurance company is likely to pay 
your vehicle damage promptly.

IF you, your family or friends 
suffered physical injury and your 

car or their car was damaged,

CALL ME! 
I CAN HELP!

If you, your family or friends are 
injured, choose an experienced injury 

attorney whose understanding of 
insurance claims and court systems can 
obtain fair and reasonable recoveries.
Call Me for a Free Consultation

DC/VA 202-785-5111
MD 301-605-4296

Listed in Who’s Who in American Law, 
2011–2016

Listed in Best Lawyers in America 
2005–2016

Selected as a “Top Lawyer” by 
Washingtonian Magazine 

Selected as a “Top Attorney in Maryland” 
by Baltimore Magazine

Attorney Lawrence S. Lapidus
was recently selected by his 
peers for inclusion in

The Best Lawyers 
in America© 2017
in the field of

Personal Injury.

FROM THE DESK OF

Lawrence 
S. Lapidus
BEST WISHES for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Prosperous 2017

• I will READ the Declaration 
Page of my Insurance Policy 
to become knowledgeable 
about the coverages I do have.

• I will call the sales agent and 
ask about the costs of increasing 
my coverages and especially my PIP (for 
Maryland and DC) and Med-Pay coverages (for 
VA residents).

• I will not let a stranger who injures me 
decide how much insurance coverage will be 
applicable to my injury claim. I will accomplish 
this by ensuring that my UIM coverage is well 
above the minimum required by law.

• If injured in a fall in a store or parking lot, I will 
report the fall to management, take pictures 
of the area with my cell phone and request 
an ambulance.

• I will contact The Lapidus Law Firm as soon as 
possible after an injury caused by negligence.

Call ME if injured!

I CAN HELP! 
Emergency Number: 

202-578-2237
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N E W S L E T T E R
School BuS SAfety           

With the summer’s 
end comes the start of 
school, so many kids will 
be hopping on school 
buses once again.  If your 
children are one of the 
many riding the school 
bus, be sure to reiterate 
how to stay safe, because 
a bus accident can mean 
multiple injuries.

Make sure children 
know to remain in their 

seats when the bus is in 
motion. Talk about 

the importance of 
keeping their head, 
arms, and hands 

inside the bus (not 
out of the windows).  Outside, children should cross only in front of the bus (10 feet 

ahead is the recommendation) and always make eye contact with the driver before 
stepping in front of the bus to cross the street.

Drivers need to be vigilant too.  Obey all speed 
limits in school zones and if a bus is stopped with 
the stop sign out, don’t go around the bus.  By 
law, drivers are required to stop and wait in all 
directions so children getting on and off the bus 
can do so safely

If Injured due to neglIgence, 
let our claIms and lItIgatIon 

experIence work for you.  

CALL ME! I CAN HELP! 

Lawrence 
S. Lapidus
Before you Book 
that hotel…     

Picture it:  You’ve 
made it to your vacation 

destination.  As you settled into bed, you drift 
off to sleep with thoughts of the relaxation that 
the coming days will hold.  Then… it happens.  
You are jarred awake because of what feels like 
a sharp pinch.  And then you realize: a bed 
bug has just bitten you. What now?

First, try to get a picture of it 
for your own records and take a 
picture of the bite itself.  Next, alert 
hotel management 
immediately.  Know 
that hotel staff may 
become defensive 
in this situation.  
Document the events 
and how you are 
treated.  Next, reach 
out to a personal 
injury lawyer.  Being 
bitten by a bed bug in 
a hotel room is simply 
unacceptable, and the lawyers at The Lapidus 
Law Firm have experience in getting fair and 
reasonable settlements for bed bug victims.  It’s 
our job to help, and we take pride in what we do.

For more details on how to handle a bed bug 
bite, check out our blog.

IF YOU, YOUR FAMILY 
OR FRIENDS NEED AN 

EXPERIENCED PERSONAL 
INJURY LAWYER,  

CALL ME, I CAN HELP!    

202-578-2237
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If you, a friend, or relative have been injured in an auto
accident, I can help. Call Mefor a Free Consultation

llapidus@lapiduslawfirm.com    202 785-5111   www.attorneylapidus.com

Lawrence S. Lapidus
(202) 785-5111
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