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O L N Myths About Personal Injury Claims

MYTH A claim filed against the policy holder’s company causes the insurance
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carrier to raise the claimant’s rates.

TRUTH Rates are set by State Insurance Commissions. In most states, rates go up

every year regardless of a person’s
accident record. If a policy holder’s
rates do go up, the increased cost is
generally very small compared to
the probable gain in settlements,
which are tax-free unless punitive
damages are involved.

MYTH Insurance companies, with
their experienced army of adjusters
and lawyers always act rationally
and will offer a quick settlement in
a case where the defendant admits fault.

TRUTH A settlement depends on the nature and extent of the victim’s injury and

not upon the admission of fault by the driver
who struck your vehicle. Insurance
companies assess the value of your claim
based upon hospital and medical charges
and whether or not a doctor has evaluated
the injury as “permanent”. These Companies
typically undervalue neurological injuries,
such as a concussion, long-lasting numbness
of the fingers or hands.

MYTH All personal injury lawyers work

about the same way for any client injured as |

a result of an accident

TRUTH: Lawyers vary widely in their
approach to claims and settlements . Many
dislike actually takin case to trial and
consequently will recommend a “low ball”
settlement offer, regardless of the nature and

extent of the injury involved. Our approach is different: we believe the court system and
the legal rules involved can be utilized to obtain a reasonable settlement in most cases.
When negotiating claims, we typically develop choices for the client analyzing case value
while keeping in mind a client’s specific financial needs and risk tolerance. We always
explain both the upside and downside involved in a settlement offer.

If you, a friend, or relative
have been injured in an auto
accident, | can help.
Call Me for a
Free Consultation
DC/VA 202-785-5111
MD 301-605-4296




wiod'snpidejAouroppemmm  TI1S-SQ/Z 207 wodunmmersnpide[psnpidefy

uoneNsSuo)) 331 e 10J I 18D ‘d[ay ued | “yuaprooe
ojne ue Ul paInfur usaq aAeY 9AIIE[a1 10 “PUSLIJ € ‘NOA J]

1116682 (202)

snpide 'g aouaime]
/ OTTd ‘ULIL] MeT
snpide|--

|.Lapidus

Law Firm, rLLc

1990 M STREET, N.W. SUITE 350 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036

llapidus@lapiduslawfirm.com 202 785-5111 www.attorneylapidus.com



