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N E W S L E T T E R
Falling Down and Injured Outside? 
Here Is the Law on Whether You Have a Case.
Injury alone is not sufficient to receive liability 
compensation from the owner or management 
company or the government in public space 
when a fall occurs outdoors. The law in D.C., 
Maryland and Virginia requires the injured 
person to prove negligence on the part of the 
owner or manager of the space. Here is what 
you as an injured party needs: 

•	 Identify what caused the fall.  
Was it an object or substance of which the 
owner should have been aware? Was it a piece 
of metal protruding up an outdoor corral for 
shopping carts? Did a fence, tree or electric 
line fall on a person? 

•	 Demonstrate that a reasonable person 
would not be aware of the cause.  
Was the cause “open and obvious:”? If so, there is 
no case that would win in court.

•	 Demonstrate that the responsible party 
should have been aware. 
Has the responsible party done a routine 
Inspection? Has there been a previous report 
or fall? For example, a pothole, or substantially 
uneven backfilled pavement around a manhole 
cover are defects that an owner should be aware.

•	 Prove prompt medical treatment. 
Follow up care should be obtained from an 
orthopedic doctor or medical specialist. The 
doctor must also provide an opinion that the 
injuries were caused by the accident, and that 
treatment was fair, reasonable and necessary. 

Proof of the cause of the fall is critical to establishing 
a winning case. Take pictures of the area immediately 
as conditions rapidly change or are promptly 
repaired. Obtain witness contact information. 
Keep my number on your cell phone and call me 
immediately: 202-578-2237. 

If you, a family member, friend, or co-
worker is injured in an accident, call me 
immediately! Do not delay as evidence 
disappears rapidly. 

CALL ME! I can help! 202-578-2237
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While both Maryland 
and D.C. Professional 
Licensing Authorities 
allow a general 
dentist to do 
advanced dental 
work (like root 
canals), a general 
dentist lacks the advanced training and the specific 
experience of an endodontist. Nonetheless, some 
general dentists may attempt these procedures 
because the fees are much higher.

In a recent case, a general dentist attempted a root 
canal on our client without explaining that root 
canals are customarily preformed by an endodontist. 
The dentist severed a nerve in our client’s mouth, 
producing chronic mouth pain which could not be 
alleviated or cured. The intense pain impaired our 
client’s ability to do her customary tasks around the 
family home. To obtain a substantial settlement 
for our client, we filed suit and produced expert 
testimony regarding the dentist’s sub-standard 
treatment, our client’s need for on-going care, and 
anticipated future economic harm. The case settled a 
month before trial and resulted in a sufficient award 
for our client’s future care, the family’s household 
needs, as well as contributing to her daughter’s 
college fund.

If you are harmed by a dentist

CALL ME!  I CAN HELP! 
202-578-2237
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